Salutatory.--In again making our bow to our friends of the Dental profession, after so long a silence, it is natural to cast an eye backward over the past.
took the care of their neighbours teeth were often very ill prepared for any study. The blacksmith of the village added dentistry to hi3 other avocations, and even in cities, ingenious mechanics out of employment sought the practice of this art, as a convenient refuge from starvation.
The opportunities for these aspirants to gain any general knowledge of dental theory or art was exceedingly small. The student must enter the office of some dentist already engaged in business, and not better informed than his junior who was seeking for information. There he saw practice and hardened into all his master's errors. The art consisted of a collection of secrets which were jealously guarded in proportion to their inefficiency. Indeed 'there was an isolation among dentists more 
